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Catherine Blunt is equally an outstanding internal auditor and an 

outstanding member of the Institute of Internal Auditors – 

Australia. Her contribution to the profession in Australia and to 

internal audit has been considerable. She is a passionate 

advocate for the internal audit profession and promotes its 

growth through her influence on those with whom she comes in 

contact. Catherine actively upholds the highest professional 

standards as a member of the internal audit profession. 

Catherine has extensive experience in internal and external 

audit, risk management, probity audit and operational reviews. 

This has included appointments with Griffith University, 

Corporate Solutions Queensland, Bank of Queensland, Deloitte, 

Department of Natural Resources, Department of Lands and the 

Australian National Audit Office. Currently, Catherine is a 

Principal with O'Connor Marsden & Associates. She has always 

been a great advocate for the application of The IIA’s 

International Professional Practices Framework in all her internal 

audit work.  

Catherine has actively contributed to the advancement of the 

internal audit profession in Australia and internationally. She is a 

team player and makes valuable contributions at the strategic 

and operating policy level to further the internal audit profession.  

She has been a member of the Institute of Internal Auditors in 

Australia since 24 July 1995 and served on the IIA-Australia 

Board from 2008 to 2015, being President in 2011-2013. During 

her term as President she encouraged growth in membership, 

championed the take-up of certifications and the new Graduate 

Certificate in Internal Auditing. Her strong leadership assisted 

the Board steer the IIA-Australia through some challenging 

financial times.  

Prior to her involvement at the national level, Catherine was an 

active member of the Queensland Chapter, serving on the 



 

Council for eight years including as Chair in 2006-2008. During 

this time membership grew, a vibrant professional development 

program was provided to members, Queensland-based initiatives 

such as improved professional development services for 

members in North Queensland were identified and facilitated. 

She identified and supported successors to the Chapter Council 

to ensure its ongoing development and delivery of service to 

members.  

She has provided distinguished service to the profession at the 

international level through her contribution to the IIA Global. 

This has been as a member of the Global Board 2012-2016, 

serving on the Professional Certifications Board, being a member 

of the IIA Global Audit Committee and its chair in 2015-2016.  

With the (successful) aim of strengthening the relationship 

between IIA-Australia and other IIA affiliates in the region, 

Catherine was Secretary for the Asian Confederation of Institutes 

of Internal Auditors (ACIIA) Board 2010–2011 and Deputy 

President 2011/2012, while prior to this she was a member of 

the ACIIA subcommittee on funding 2010. 

She encourages and mentors upcoming internal auditors in the 

early stages of their careers and supports and advises internal 

auditors in ways to advance their careers. Stepping out of the 

internal audit arena, she has been seen as a role model and 

utilised in both the QUT Mentor Program and the Griffith 

University Mentor Program. She has demonstrated the highest 

professional and ethical practices and in so-doing has been an 

inspiration for many internal auditors and others with whom she 

has come in contact.  

The Bob McDonald Award is the highest honour that can be 

conferred by the IIA-Australia on one of its members and in the 

opinion of the Institute of Internal Auditors – Australia Board, 

Catherine Blunt is a most worthy recipient. 

 


