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Name: Ken De Negri 

Location: Sydney 

Work role: Senior Manager RSM Risk Advisory Services

Professional role: Leading internal audit engagements for a broad portfolio of clients.  

My passion is ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) so I am attempting to build that  

capability and drive positive change. 

How did you get a start in internal audit? 

Bit by chance and bit by luck. I joined RSM in the United Kingdom in 2011 as a Business Advisor but was 

seconded to Internal Audit almost immediately. From there I was sent to clients on day 2 of my career and 

never really looked back. I did have a second spell as a Business Advisor and was then given a secondment 

opportunity to RSM in Australia. 

Working from office, home or a mix of both? Tip on working from home or splitting time between office and 

home?

Ideally a mix of both depending on government guidelines at the time. I would say the biggest tip is to have an 

effective split of both if travel permits. I believe it is sometimes easy to overlook the benefits of working from 

both home and the office. Embracing the opportunity to do both can assist emotional, social, and personal 

wellbeing which I believe is of paramount importance. 

How has the past year changed the way you work?

There have been significantly more remote aspects to working which has its benefits of course. But I do feel 

that sometimes there are elements of in-person engagement that cannot be replicated online and it is good to 

be out and about. I also feel there are many more calls, meetings, and catch-ups for longer periods in the day 

which of course can be more exhausting, but the flexibility can be extremely valuable.

What is your most memorable internal audit moment?

I would say a 2-week engagement in Fontainebleau, France for RSM UK. This was memorable for me as I 

cannot speak French and many of the people I met not speaking English. As always, I do attempt to learn the 

basics and carry a pocket dictionary, but I think I annoyed a few people, particularly in the supermarket when I 

was referring to my notes at the checkout with a large queue of shoppers behind me. It is a beautiful place with 

vast forests surrounding the town with a castle. It was also my first ever experience driving on the right-hand 

side of the road. II had to drive out of Paris on the opposite side of the road after I landed at Charles De Gaulle 

Airport which was character building for sure.  

What is the biggest challenge facing internal auditors?

I believe it to be the perception that Internal Auditors tend to police organisations. It is refreshing to see the 

positive changes moving away from ‘auditing’ per se to more of a trusted advisor capacity where we have the 

opportunity to add tangible value to organisations when given the chance to flourish.

What are you working on at present?

It is never a dull moment. I am working on my Internal Audit client base at present which includes some 

very interesting projects around a variety of frameworks. This enables us to raise a number of improvement 

opportunities to align to best or better practice. I am also working on expanding and promoting ESG as my area 

of passion, as I see it as a real opportunity to support clients and also consider the wider impacts of operations 

on a local and global scale.

What is on your desk right now?

My desk is no reflection on my mindset. It is quite messy with items collected to remind me of friends and 

colleagues.

Home Desk – I have a set of speakers, some cards from colleagues, various notebooks and my favorite Arsenal 

Football Club jumbo coffee mug.

Office Desk – A bit more messy. Similarly, I have a number of notebooks, my City2Surf fun run medals, a few 

trophies, and memorabilia from colleagues I have collected over the years.

Concert or event you would most like to attend?

Next time I am in the UK I am very much looking forward to seeing my football teams play – Arsenal and 

Leyton Orient.


