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Name: Tim Pittaway

Location: Sydney (currently very fortunate to be working from home in 

North Bondi)

Work role:  Partner in RSM’s Risk Advisory Service division, and National  

Director of our Climate Change and Sustainability Service

Professional role: FCPA, CIA, PFIIA

Community role: Member of Bondi Surf Life Saving Club and Nippers  

Age Assistant

How did you get a start in internal audit?

I started my career as an external auditor with the Victorian  

Auditor-General’s Office and moved to professional practice when the government attempted to privatise 

the audit office. I then got to experience an internal audit review and continued transitioning from there and 

help build RSM’s internal audit practice

Working from office, home or a mix of both? Tip on working from home or splitting time between office 

and home?

Working from home at the moment as I don’t have a choice. I have also come to enjoy it and living in Bondi 

certainly helps. I expect to return to the office shortly, but likely to be much more of a hybrid approach to 

split time between work and home.

How has the past year changed the way you work?

A lot! Endless video calls which I think are good (more efficient) and bad (no real interaction and can be 

scheduled endlessly back-to-back!). It has also allowed a lot more flexibility which I have enjoyed. 

What is the biggest challenge facing internal auditors?

At the moment, resourcing. Internal auditors are in demand, and with a shortage of resources it means 

everyone is stretched and it makes it challenging to maintain motivation and the level of quality we expect 

in our work.

What is your most memorable internal audit moment?

Too many to choose from!

What are you working on at present?

My clients are quite diverse, however most of my internal audit clients are public sector. Many of our 

public sector internal audit reviews at the moment seem to be focused on cyber security, procurement and 

workplace health safety (including mental wellbeing), so working on a few of those at the moment.

My Climate Change and Sustainability hat is also keeping me busy at the moment, with a lot of emissions 

assurance work, net zero, ESG and sustainability!

What is your favourite IIA-Australia Technical Resource?

Many of the recent White Papers have been a great source of best practice reference.

What is on your desk right now?

I’ve only got a small desk at home, so not a lot other than my two screens, keyboard, mouse and 

webcam…. but I do also have an orange stone fish that my daughter gave me for my birthday.

Concert or event you would most like to attend?

The last concert I went to before lockdown was Midnight Oil at the Hunter Valley which was brilliant, so 

looking forward to hopefully seeing them again soon and / or Cold Chisel, Hoodoo Gurus…..yes, bit of an 

80s fan.

What would you change if you could?

While some of the changes brought on by Covid have been positive such as flexible working, some 

have been tough, particularly not being able to visit family and friends interstate, so those aspects of the 

pandemic would be good to change.


